
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Dear Incarnation Family, 
 

It has been a very busy summer so far with wonderful and positive happenings at Incarnation 

for which I am so filled with gratitude to God for the guidance and love that has been poured 

out to us. It is my great pleasure and with great joy and excitement that I introduce to you our 

new priest and shepherd, The Reverend Linda L. Kerr. Linda has served at our church as supply 

priest several times this summer and will continue for the remainder of the summer. Her official 

title will be Priest-in-Charge and her duties will begin on September 1, 2011. For your informa-

tion, a Priest-in-Charge has the same duties and responsibilities as a Rector except that the 

Priest-in-Charge has a contract for a set period of time. Given our past experience and also as a 

recommendation from the Diocese, we chose to offer Linda Kerr the position of Priest-in-

Charge for a term of 3 years. Six months before completion of the term we will have the oppor-

tunity to transition her into a Rectorôs position. This will be done on a mutual agreement between Incarnation 

and Linda Kerr. The Letter of Agreement has been signed and Rev Linda Kerr is on board! 
 

Rev. Linda L. Kerr received her BA in French Education from William Smith College, Geneva, NY in 1972; a 

Masterôs degree in Theology from Wheaton Graduate School, Wheaton, IL in 1978; and a Master of Divinity 

in 1985 from Yale Divinity School (Berkeley) New Haven, CT.  She was ordained to the priesthood in 1987 in 

the Diocese of Pennsylvania. During the course of Lindaôs career she has served as an Episcopal school chap-

lain, religion teacher, rector, seminary professor, and missionary.  She currently is the interim chaplain and re-

ligion teacher at the Church Farm School, Exton, PA.  Her parish ministry experience has been in our diocese 

and Maryland.  Most recently she served as rector of St. Martinôs, Radnor, PA.  Her seminary teaching and 

missionary work took her to the country of Rwanda and last fall she received the gift of a sabbatical to study 

monastic desert spirituality in Egypt. 
 

Given her past experience, her motivation and enthusiasm to serve the Church and God, I am very excited to 

have Linda Kerr on board as the Priest and Leader of our church. In speaking with her about Incarnationôs fu-

ture, her ideas on Christian education for children, spirituality and her leadership for a church such as ours, I 

am very impressed and confident that she is the right person for us and look forward to working with her. 
 

A special thanks to Jill Mathis, Canon for Transition Ministry with the Diocese who was most helpful through-

out our search.  Her guidance and knowledge were instrumental in our final decision as it was Jill who sent 

Linda Kerr here as a supply and then helped us through the process of hiring her as our Priest-in-Charge. 
 

Another good news to report is that we received another $10,500.00 from the Russell Straddling bequest which 

has been deposited in the bank for investment purposes. In total we received $370,500. Again, God has indeed 

worked so wonderfully in providing for all our needs and we look forward to use of this money wisely. 
 

I hope the summer has been good, enjoyable and relaxing so far and I hope each one of you can take the time to 

get refreshed both physically and spiritually and be with family and friends. While having fun, please do also 

remember the church in sending in your pledge payments, your prayers and attendance at services if possible 

while you are in town. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Priya Eddy 
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Mrs. Michelle Stawicki,  

Parish Administrator  

Richard Spotts,  

Interim Organist  

Tim Miller  

Sexton 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Warden  

Priya Eddy  

Junior Warden ð  

Melodee Fox  

Accounting Warden  - 

Dave Dixon  

Secretary to the Vestry  ð  

Judy Lott  

Vestry Members  ð  

Linda Dellmuth, Dan Gribbon, 

Claire Heinbach,  Diane Kern, 

Susan LaRosa, Nancy Martin, Les 

Venella  

Diocesan Reps: Charles Thomp-

son, Dave Dixon, Andrena Wish-

nie  

Deanery Reps:  Dave Dixon, 

Charles Thompson  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Merrie Mailers : Mitch Halista  

Adult Ed. : Andrena Wishnie  

Youth Programs : Dayna Gribbon  

Childrenõs Chapel:  

Mitzi Gross  

Sunday School:  Dayna Gribbon  

J2A: Dan Gribbon & Joyce Bell  

Communications : Julie Snarski  

Finance:  Dave Dixon, Linda 

Froelich, Carmen Palladino, 

Navin Sharma  

Building & Grounds  Dan Gribbon  

Fellowship: Andrena Wishnie  

Fundraising : Diane Kern  

New Members : Linda Dellmuth  

Outreach : Priya Eddy & Melodee 

Fox  

Pastoral Care : Claire Heinbach 

and Marcie Venella  

Liturgy and Worship ; Greeters ; 

Acolytes, Intercessors ; 

Lectors, Chalice Bearers ; 

Andrena Wishnie  

Ushers:  Linda Dellmuth  

Altar Guild : Christine Hughes  

Flower Ministry: Susan LaRosa & 

Linda Dellmuth  

Refreshments:  Micki Wisdom  

P a r i s h  S t a f f   

V e s t r y   

C o m m i t t e e s  

D i o c e s a n /  

D e a n e r y  R e p s  

Youõve heard of Christmas in July? 
 

In the summer of 1911, a gathering of Episcopalians chose 
the name of òIncarnationó to be the guiding principle of their 
new parish.  
 

The Feast of the Incarnation is also known as Christmas Day, 
and in the celebrations of the 25th of December the focus is 
on the gift of the Savior in the person of the Infant Jesus.  
 

But, thatõs only a part of the reality of incarnation, God-in -the -
flesh.  Another way of looking at it is to see that our ministry 
is incarnation, that we are Godõs hands and feet in the world 
now.  
 

So, on (about) the 100th anniversary of choosing our name, 
on July 31st at 9 oõclock, we will celebrate òIncarnation in 
Julyó - a feast to honor our one hundred years of worship and 
service, of being in the community as neighbors and servants.  
 

Come and wear your red and green, be a part of the gathered 
family of Incarnation, eat, sing, and join in the holiday fun!  

INCARNATION IN JULY!!  

WELCOME BACK BREAKFAST  

Mark your calendar for Sunday, September 11th.  We are plan-
ning a Welcome Back Breakfast to be held in 
between the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. ser-
vices.  The fellowship committee and vestry 
would like all parishioners and their families 
to join them for this welcome back break-
fast!!  Please look for more information in 
Sunday bulletins and the September issue of 
Tydings.  
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OUTREACH AT INCARNATION  

TRENTON AREA SOUP KITCHEN  
 

The Trenton Area Soup Kitchen has asked for our help again in getting vol-
unteers to help out on the following dates:  August 11 (6 people), and Au-
gust 30 (12 people).  The time will be from 3:15 p.m. -5:00 p.m. There is a 
sign -up sheet in the Parish Hall for those who are interested.  You can sign 
up for as many dates as you would like.  If you have questions, please con-
tact Priya Eddy.  

AID FOR FRIENDS  
 

Aid for Friends will meet on the following dates in the next few months.  Please stop in to 
lend a hand.  If you cannot come to a Wednesday night or Thursday morning packing, 
please try and help out by taking food home to prepare in advance!!  
 
         August 17 & 18     September 14 & 15          

BACKPACK DONATIONS  
 

The Salvation Army is asking for monetary donations again this year for their Back-
pack program.  In the past they have asked us to collect back -to -school items, but have 
decided that it is better if they buy the backpacks already filled.  They would like do-
nations sent to them by August 15th so we will be taking monetary donations through 
Sunday, August 14th.  There is a jar in the Parish Hall for donations.  

BEQUEST DONATION THANKS  

 

Below is a note that was sent from one of the Boy Scouts that was given money 
from our Bequest to complete his Eagle Scout project which was collecting toi-
letries and putting together care packages for soldiers:  
 

òMy name is Tim Croydon and you recently donated $200 to my Eagle Scout pro-
ject.  I am writing to tell you, that thanks to your help, my project was a great 
success.  I was able to make and ship about 70 packages.  Thanks again.ó 
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SEARCH COMMITTEE NEWS  

The work of the Search Committee is now complete!  This lively 
band of twelve was formed in November, 2009 and we began our 
charge of calling a new clergy leader in January, 2010.  We came 
together with our personal strengths and limitations.  
 

We reviewed 47 profiles of qualified candidates from all over the 
country and one international location.  We scheduled telephone 
interviews with 10 priests, visited three in their home parish, and 
met with four candidates at Incarnation.  
 

¶ The committee worked with Rev. Ted Rice, search consultant.  

¶ We planed two congregational workshops.  

¶ We defined our parish goals and skills for our new priest  

¶ We wrote our Parish Profile with honesty and a positive focus.  
 

¶ The committee made phone calls and sent gmails.  

¶ We read essays, resumes, and sermons.  

¶ We wrote, re -wrote and polished the questions to ask.  

¶ We checked references and kept the parish informed of our work and progress.  
 

¶ The members worked well together and developed trust and respect.  
¶ We became friends and shared meals.  

¶ We learned patience and compromise.  

¶ We endured some setbacks along the way and learned from them.  

¶ We prayed and asked for guidance from the Holy Spirit and listened.  

¶ We were sustained by the congregationõs prayers and support. 
 

Please extend your thanks to the members for their dedication and commitment.  Now it is 
time to celebrate a new ministry with Rev Linda L. Kerr.  
 

Search Committee members:  Melodee Fox, Joe Gantz, Dan Gribbon, Christine Hughes, Gail 
Johnson, John LaBar, Susan LaRosa, Judy Lott, Noelle Stawicki, Marcie Venella, Micki Wis-
dom, and Andrena Wishnie  

 
On Sunday, July 24th Priya Eddy, our Rectorõs Warden, along 
with the Vestry and Search Committee, made the official an-
nouncement that our new Priest -in -Charge will be The Rev. 
Linda L. Kerr.  Linda will be supplying through the rest of the 
summer with the exception of one weekend.  Please chat with 
her and take some time to get to know her before she offi-
cially begins her duties on September 1st!!  

WELCOME!!  
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FINANCIAL UPDATE ðJune 2011  

Our 5 -year plan has  been completed. Many thanks to Linda 
Froelich and Michelle Stawicki for their hard work. The plan will 
be presented to the vestry at our August meeting. As you may 
recall from our Annual Meeting, we were looking at a 2011 defi-
cit of nearly $70,000. Much has changed since that meeting. 
John Bailey left and so did Father Kyle. With their departures 
came large salary and benefits savings. Finally Linda Kerr, our 
new Priest -In -Charge wonõt start until September 1st. Based on 
conservative projections for the rest of the year that huge deficit 
is gone!   We will end the year with a surplus of $10,000.  
 
With our 5 -year plan in hand,  the Finance Committee met last 
week with Brad Adams, our financial advisor from Janney Mont-

gomery Scott. I had asked Brad to give us some investment options for the final payment 
from the Russell Stradling bequest. The check was for $10,500 as Priya mentioned at the ser-
vice on Sunday, July 24th. I also asked Brad to consider reducing our cash reserve (currently 
$17,800) and investing some of those funds as well. Bradõs recommendation was to invest 
50% of the cash reserve along with the bequest check ($19,400 total). He gave us 2 options.  
 
The first option (existing funds) was:                        The second option was equities:  
Templeton Global Bond Fund             $6,400             AT&T               200 shares  
Oppenheimer Senior Floating Rate     $8,000              GE                   200 shares  
Oppenheimer Developing Markets     $5,000             Merck               100 shares  

             Microsoft         200 shares  
 
Based on our current situation, we chose to blend the two options; purchase the Oppen-
heimer Developing Market Fund and all the stocks except Microsoft. We all felt that the com-
bination gave us the best options for growth. Les Venella (our newest member on the com-
mittee) suggested we stop the dividend checks for the remainder of 2011 and instead, rein-
vest the money. We all agreed that we donõt need the income for the rest of the year so it was 
a better option to help grow our principal.   
 
Thanks to Linda Froelich, Carmen Palladino, Navin Sharma and Les Venella for your time and 
talent. Your knowledge and skills are a blessing and Iõm grateful for all you do for our 
church.  
 
Sincerely,  
Dave Dixon  
Accounting Warden  
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CHURCH PICNIC 2011  
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YOUTH SERVICE  
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FELLOWSHIP & FUNDRAISING  

ICE CREAM SOCIAL  

 
On Sunday, August 28th at 6:00 p.m. we will hold our Ice Cream 
Social and Hymn Sing here at Incarnation.  We will gather be-
tween 6:00 and 7:00 p.m. to enjoy fellowship and Ice Cream sun-
daes.  At around 7:00 p.m. we will proceed into the sanctuary 
and enjoy a hymn sing with Rich Spotts accompanying us on the 
organ/piano.  
 

Cost for this fundraiser will be $5.00 (children under 5 are free).  
 

We have included a form below on which you may suggest a few 
of your favorite hymns.  Knowing ahead of time helps us to be 
better prepared.  

THANK YOU!!  

 
The Eddy family wishes to thank the church family for 
your prayers during the pregnancy of Preethy Jayant 
(daughter of Ted & Priya Eddy).  Preethy, Deepak and son 
Nithin (3 years old) are blessed with a cute baby girl, Teja 
Rachel Jayant.  The Eddyõs are proud grandparents the 
second time!  Thanks for the thoughtful gift!  

HYMN SUGGESTIONS FOR ICE CREAM SOCIAL/HYMN SING  
 

1. _______________________________________________________________ 

 
2. _______________________________________________________________ 
 
3. _______________________________________________________________ 
 
4. _______________________________________________________________ 


