
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Tydings  
THE CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION  

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012  

A MESSAGE FROM THE REV. LINDA L. KERR  

     Spreading the light is a challenge for all of us who 
have encountered the grace-filled manger child. The 
season after Epiphany rouses us ɀ calls us to get in 
shape ɀ for a mission requiring action and discipline. 
Daily we are confronted with opportunities to give 
and to shine. Are we ready? 
  
      Some years ago I faced a personal and physical 
challenge that remains my favorite Epiphany story.  I 
knew the climb would push me beyond my comfort 
zone, but I was determined. I filled my mind with 
positive images: the volcano mountain peaks , the vis-
tas, the pride of accomplishment.  I got in shape (or so 
) ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔȢɊ 4ÈÅ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÍÙ ȬÔÅÁÍȭ ÂÅÇÁÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÁÓÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ !ÆÒÉÃÁȭÓ υth highest mountain: Karisimbi. 
 
      No problem. Just a gentle hike on a beautiful day.  

Not too hot. Not too cold. Then comes  the mud. Rivers 

of mud complicate the steep path. Many slips and 

slides later and only my face is mud-free. Then the 

warning: rogue cape buffalo are near and are danger-

ous. Gorilla families may emerge from the bamboo, 

but they are not dangerous. As the temperature drops, 

the mud becomes heavy and the team spreads out. 

Several hours later we enter an old crater, now a 

beautiful meadow. Breathing is difficult. All I want to 

do is lie down.  At this high altitude, one must not lie 

down. This I learn as a guide repeatedly kicks me until 

I stand up and keep going. 

      At the cabin rest stop, the trees are becoming 

smaller, the rocks bigger, the temperature lower, the 

rain harder and the animal sounds louder. This is no 

longer fun. My hands and feet are numb and I cannot 

remember why this seemed like a good idea. Once in 

my sleeping bag I resent the light chatter of my 

friends and I am ashamed of my fatigue.  I am a failure, 

just like in Junior High when I was cut from the bas-

ketball team, cheerleading and the talent show. 

   Morning comes and we tackle the 
lava slides. My balance fails and my 
gloves and clothes are shredding. 
The guide tells me my climb is over. 
He assigns me a personal guide for 
the descent and I realize that the 
summit of my dreams has been lost. 
 

       It took time before I could laugh 
at myself.  Many years have passed 
and I am incredibly grateful for Kari-
simbi. I had accomplished some-
thing wonderful, even though I did-
ÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÃÈ ÍÙ ÇÏÁÌȢ .Ï ×ÏÒÔÈÙ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÅÁÓÙȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ 
will be many unreached summits.  The call to become 
light in a world of shadows, to face down the darkness 
and the disappointments ɀ this is the call of every disci-
ple. The fishermen of long ago were called from finding 
ÆÉÓÈ ÔÏ ÌÏÖÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÈÕÍÁÎ ÂÅÉÎÇÓȢ )ȭÍ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÅ 
fish were easier. But still they followed the one who 
promised life, hope and peace.  
 

       So, my fellow travelers, let us welcome the chal-
lenge of living this year faithfully and courageously. 
The light shines and promises to defeat the darkness.  
Let us dare to strive for the summits and, no matter 
what the results, place all of our efforts and dreams in 
'ÏÄȭÓ ÈÁÎÄÓȢ  
 

Faithfully, 
Linda+ 

Staying Fit for Spreading the Light   

§      January 22, 2012 

             10 am SERVICE ONLY! 

             "ÉÓÈÏÐ ,ÅÅȭÓ ÖÉÓÉÔ 
 

§ January 29, 2012 

         Immediately following  

        10:30 am service  

         ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

§ February 21, 2012  
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

5:30-7:00 pm  
 

§ February 22, 2012  
       ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES 

7 am, 12 noon, 7 pm 
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Parish Staff  
 

Michelle Stawicki, Administrator  

Andrea McGahan, Music Director  

Tim Miller, Sexton 

 
 

 

 

 

Vestry  
 

 

Senior Warden Priya Eddy  

Junior Warden  Melodee Fox  

Acct. Warden   Dave Dixon  

Secretary  Judy Lott  

Vestry Members  Linda Dellmuth, 

Dan Gribbon, Claire Heinbach,  

Diane Kern, Susan LaRosa, Nancy 

Martin, Les Venella  

 

Deanery Reps  
 

 

Dave Dixon, Charles Thompson,  

Andrena Wishnie  

 

Ministry chairs  
 

 

Youth Ed : Dayna Gribbon  

Sunday School:  Dayna Gribbon/

Mitzi Gross  

J2A: Dan Gribbon & Joyce Bell  

Adult Ed. : Andrena Wishnie  

Communications : Julie Snarski  

Building & Grounds  Dan Gribbon  

Fellowship: Andrena Wishnie  

Fundraising : Diane Kern  

New Members : Linda Dellmuth  

Outreach :  

Priya Eddy / Melodee Fox  

Pastoral Care :  

Claire Heinbach/Marcie Venella  

Worship:  Andrena Wishnie  

Ushers:  Linda Dellmuth  

Altar Guild : Christine Hughes  

Flowers :  

Susan LaRosa/Linda Dellmuth  

Refreshments:  Micki Wisdom  

Merrie Mailers : Nancy Martin  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Worship Schedule  
 

Saturday Evening  
5 pmñHoly Eucharist Rite II  

 

Sunday  
8 amñQuiet Eucharist Rite I  

9:15 amñAdult Forum  
10:30 am ñHoly Eucharist Rite II  

Sunday School  
 

Daily morning prayer is read  
Tuesday -Friday at 8:30 am  

 
www.incarnationepiscopal.org  

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO  

HAVE DIED IN THE MONTHS OF  

JANUARY & FEBRUARY  
 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

Vincent Martin  

Elizabeth Martin  

Richard Stephan  

Leona Stephan  

Howard G. Dixon, Jr.  

Helen Darling  

Robert Sage  

Francis L. Dixon  

Clarence Wilson Landis  

Howard G. Dixon  

Joseph V. Gantz  

Marie A. LaRosa  

Dorothy Swanson  

Anne R. Glosser  

Betsy Larson  

Lester Venella  

Anna Litus  

Florence Mack  

Eugene Squillace  

Rev. William Dornemann  

Richard Fiedler  

Marian Fiedler  

Harry J. Glosser  

Margaret Wilkinson  

Charles Costellos  

Bernice Ulrich  

Cathy Daubert Larson  

William B. Parent  

Dimitri Litus  

Hannah Pearson  

Let light perpetual shine 

upon them, O Lord.  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!  

Birthdays in the months of January & February  
 

              

 

 

 

   

                                       

Nicholas Dockstader  
Irene Riffert  

Tyler Dockstader  
Donn Nolan  
Carroll Brice  

Nancy Thompson  
Carmen Palladino  

Ben Kennedy  
Richard Hughes  

Priya Eddy  
Gail Johnson  
Dave Dixon  
Ted Eddy  

Greg LaRosa 
Eli Gross  

Judith Lott  
Charlet Kiefer  
Nolah Flynn  

Christine Hughes  
Janet Gantz  
Bill Skuse  

Dotty Fitzpatrick  
Rick Froelich  

Linda Dellmuth  
Kimberly Palladino  

Alex Wishnie  
Richard Johnson  
Marcie Venella  

VESTRY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

from December meeting  

§ Vestry nomination procedures were reviewed. 
§ Diocesan pledge amount was increased by 10% for 2012. Our pledge 

will be $660. 
§ Stewardship report indicated that for 2012 we have received 50 

pledges to date. 
§ Need for lighting along the sidewalk by Narthex doors was discussed 

and some improvements made. 
§ Rev. Linda Kerr reported that she has had some good conversations 

with parishioners who have drifted away. 
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MUSIC NOTES 
                                                            by Andrea McGahan 

Many thanks to all who participated in the Christmas music this year!  It was a great joy to work with the choir and several 

new instrumentalists who helped us celebrate the Christmas season. 
 

As we travel through Epiphany we celebrate the identity of our Lord, looking for images of light and the recognition of divin-

ity.  Our Epiphany music also reflects the people who encountered Jesus and responded to his call to join in advancing the 

Kingdom of God.  That call is still present to us today as we respond in hymns and songs of consecration and as we recommit 

ourselves to bringing the Kingdom into our own surroundings. 
 

Speaking of callings ï if you feel the call to join in the music ministry you will be welcomed warmly!  We rehearse on 

Thursdays from 7:30 ï 9:00 pm and sing every Sunday.  Feel free to talk to, email or call me! 
 

Andrea McGahan 

 

INCARNATION PARISH STATISTICS: DECEMBER 2011  
 

Current Membershipéé73 families 

New  Memberséééééé...0 

Transfers Outéééééé.0 

Baptismsééééééééé....0 

Weddingsééééééééé..0 

Funeralséééééééé..é.1 

Average Attendance  

   Morning Prayeréééééééééé2 

   Saturday/Sunday attendanceé...81 

    Christmas 2011é.162  (2010 = 140) 

CHRISTMAS AT  INCARNATION  

Greening & Pageant  
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INCARNATIONôS VESTRY NOMINEES 

JOHN DeMARINIS  
 

My wife Kathie and I have 

been coming to Incarnation for the 

past seven years.  We have three 

beautiful girls, Emily, Lindsey & Ka-

tie, and we can usually be found in 

the front pew (the girls like to watch 

the choir).  Iôm originally from New 

Jersey where I grew up in a big 

Catholic family. I went to school to be an accountant 

and worked in finance for years, but eventually decided 

it was time for something different and jumped into 

health care.  I currently work at St. Mary Medical Cen-

ter in supply chain services. 
 

As a child my family went to church every Sun-

day, but like a lot of people I drifted in my faith as a 

young adult. I always believed in God and considered 

myself a Christian, but really didnôt do too much about 

it.  That all changed for the better when I met Kathie.  

While we were still dating we realized that we both 

wanted a deeper faith, so we started visiting different 

churches.  It took a while, but we finally found what we 

were looking for.  We found a place where we were 

comfortable talking about our faith and asking ques-

tions.  Thirteen years have passed since Kathie and I 

were married and joined a tiny Episcopal church in 

Florida, and lots of things have changed.  Weôve 

changed jobs and addresses more than I care to remem-

ber.  We were blessed with three wonderful children 

and they have created a whirlwind of their own. One 

constant for us has always been the home we found in 

the Episcopal Church. 
 

Now that we are settled and raising our family 

here in Yardley, I appreciate what a wonderful gift it is 

to be part of the Incarnation community.  The warm, 

caring community of The Incarnation has helped me 

and my family move closer to God and closer to really 

living our faith.  The Church of the Incarnation has a 

beautiful tradition of nurturing the faith of its congrega-

tion while reaching out into the world around it.  It 

would truly be an honor to do what I can to help con-

tinue that tradition at Incarnation. 

NOELLE STAWICKI  
 

I am 19 years old and was born and 
raised in Fairless Hills, PA.  My par-
ents are John & Michelle Stawicki 
and I am the youngest of three with 
an older sister, Katie and an older 
brother, Eric.  Recently I now have 

gained a sister -in-law, Danielle, and in March I 
will become an aunt for the first time!  
 

I am currently enrolled at Community College of 
Philadelphia with a major in sign language, and I 
am hoping to transfer out to a bachelorõs de-
gree program this coming fall.  
 

I began my life as a Catholic at St. Francis 
Cabrini where I received all of my sacraments 
and where I got my catholic education.  After my 
confirmation in the 6th grade, as it was with my 
brother and sister, we could choose whether or 
not to continue going to church.  Once my mom 
got the job here at Incarnation as the Adminis-
trative Assistant I decided, after meeting every-
one here, that I wanted to continue going to 
church.  I was curious about what else was out 
there besides me, and I wanted someone that I 
could look to for guidance in my everyday life.  
 

Since my beginning here at Incarnation I have 
been a part of the youth group with whom I went 
to Ireland in the summer of 2010.  In that place I 
saw God for the first time in everything we did 
and the entire experience was an eye -opener 
for me and itõs something I reflect back on every 
single day.  I have also played a role on the 
Search Committee and, along with my fellow 
members, we helped to call the Rev. Linda Kerr 
as our new parish priest.  
 

One of the main reasons why I would like to be 
chosen to serve on vestry is because I feel that, 
being one of the youth here at Incarnation, I 
have a different viewpoint than everyone, which 
I strongly feel could bring a welcome change to 
the dynamic of the group.  My hope in serving on 
the vestry is that we can figure out new ways to 
grow our parish and bring in more young fami-
lies and youth such as myself.  
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KEVIN TREIBER  
 

I was born in Amityville, 
NY and grew up in Flor-
ida.  I was a medic in the 
Army and am currently a 
Registered Nurse.  I enjoy 
surfing.  
 

God became more real to 
me when I went to Desert Storm (and also when I 
went to Jump School and jumped out of airplanes), 
and faith became more important to me when my 
kids were born.  
 

I hope to be able to use my business experience to 
help lead us in the direction to grow and help to en-
sure the church as an entity remains viable.  Incar-
nation is important to me because itõs a place that 
brought my family and me closer to God.  

MICKI WISDOM  
 

My husband Larry and I joined the Church of 
the Incarnation in 1989. Our son, Jason was 
three or four and we had been looking for a 
church that could combine the religious needs 
of a New Jersey Catholic School product of 
thirteen years with that of a Southern Baptist 
Texan.  Jason had been baptized at a Roman Catholic Church 
in Yardley but neither one of us felt comfortable there. A 
friend with a similar spiritual upbringing had told us about 
Incarnation and was especially impressed with the Rector. At 
Incarnation Father Bill Mills was the pastor and we all grew 
to love him very much . We were all involved in numerous 
roles and felt a part of the church family. Many of the parish-
ioners were ex-catholics who followed a similar path and it 
was a very close knit group. 
 

When Father Mills left , we didnõt have the same feelings for 
church life at Incarnation and we followed him to St Paulõs in 
Doylestown.  However, we were never able to feel as much a 
part of that community because of the distance which pre-
cluded us from being involved in activities during the week. 
When we returned to the Church of the Incarnation Father 
Aalan was pastor, my husband had taken up a Sunday morn-
ing tennis group, and my son was going to college  in Phila-
delphia and living there. Therefore, Iõm presently the sole 
Wisdom attending church. However, Iõve had the best of 
company in the front pew! 
 

As all of the twelve members of the Search committee did, I 
took that mission very seriously for I felt that a new pastor 
was key to the continued growth of the Church. The twelve 
of us became a very close group and were able to work as a 
cohesive unit. There were many ups and downs throughout 
the two year process but we worked very well together and all 
were extremely delighted with the outcome. 
 

My religion has been important to me, in one form or an-
other, through most of my life and I again have that feeling of 
being part of a church family not just a church community. I 
would like to be a member of the Vestry at Incarnation be-
cause Iõm very excited about the future of the church and 
would be willing to bring whatever strengths I have, in con-
cert with the other members, to move it forward in a direction 
that suits all our members and enhances everyoneõ spiritual 
growth. 
 

This year I think will be a great year for Incarnation. We have 

stability now that we havenõt had in a long time. I like the 

subtle changes that I see happening and I think Linda is the 

perfect person to energize us and help us grow. Iõm also de-

lighted with our new Choir Director and her husband who are 

adding so much to our church life. I think we are at the best 

point weõve been in a long time and everyone I speak with 

feels the same way. It should be a terrific year! 

BARBARA PALLADINO  
 

I was brought up primarily in Southern Cali-
fornia.  I am a ñcradle Episcopalianò.  Car-
men and I are ñstill crazy after all these 
yearsò...34 now! 
 

I participated in the Los Angeles Diocese 
program of Girlsô Friendly Society for 12 
years.  Their version was similar to Girl 
Scouts in that we had age groupings, badge 
work, and activitiesðeven summer camp!  I was in the St. 
Bridget group and eventually received the Triquetra, the high-
est level GFS had.  The focus on God, friends and self in the 
Christian setting helped build my foundation in Christ and my 
belief in working for others.  I was involved in Young Life in 
High School and Christian fellowship in college. 
 

As an adult I have been a member of many parishes where we 
lived before Incarnation and taught Sunday school for over 25 
years. 
 

The Palladinoôs arrived in fall of 1993 at Incarnation.  I was ac-
tive on the Program Council, Sunday school and Aid for 
Friends.  I think our four kids thought us a bit crazy, but we re-
quired that they participate in church year round until they 
graduated from High School.  The foundation gave them 
strength and the participation in the Journey to Adulthood left 
them with memories that I hope will sustain them always. 
 

Incarnation is my church home.  Our family has grown and 
changed as has the church family, but we are here for each 
other and I hope that I can reach out to others as they have to 
me.  Participation in the vestry of Incarnation is an honor I 
would cherish and build upon. 
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PHILADELPHIA CHORALE: A great evening  
 

The Philadelphia Chorale once again treated us to an evening of Holiday music.  It was so wonderful to 
see our church transformed.  They were so happy that we opened our church up to them to perform and 
it was nice to invite our community to our church.  I know everyone that attended had a special eve-
ning.  
 

Claire & Diane  

The Cookie & Craft sale was a success!  We had 

cookies and 13 vendors.  The total profit was 

$2,032.  The good news was that we were sold out 

of cookies in 20 minutes, but this was also bad 

news.  We did a fantastic job of advertising (thank 

you to Julie & Nancy) and had over 40 people lined 

up at the door early.  The amount of cookies that 

we had was not nearly enough and we need to start 

baking earlier.  We cannot sell out that fast or peo-

ple will stop coming. 
 

The various vendors were happy with the layout of 

the church (thank you Gene) and their sales.  Thank 

you to everyone who helped set up and put the 

church back in order. 
 

A BIG thank you for everyone who did bake, help 

or come to the sale.  It was very much appreciated 

and why it was so successful. 

FUNDRAISING ðIncarnationôs cookie sale! 

SCRIPT SALES  
 

In 2011, the 18 -22 families from the parish community who regularly purchase 

scripts, generated about $3,700 from this fundraiser.  We would love to have the 

amount of families purchasing scripts increase to 30 as the new year beings.  That 

profit represents $73,800 in script sales.  
 

The committee is ready to sell at every service ñ we have Joyce Bell who represents the 5:00 fami-

lies of the church, Marcie and I at 8 am and the 10:30 service has Susan LaRosa, Diane Kern and 

Richard Johnson.  You can even stop in during the week and Michelle would be glad to sell you 

scripts.  
 

We have Acme, Giant, McCaffrey, Pathmark, Rednerõs and Shop Rite.  The denominations are $50 

or $100 (with the exception of McCaffrey).  
 

We know everyone needs groceries and depending on your spending habits you may need them 

every week or once a month. Five percent of every dollar comes to the church, so please think twice 

about just paying cash for your groceries and allow us to take your cash and give you a card.  
 

There is room for you to serve on our committee; another person or two at 10:30 would be great!  
 

Happy New Year,  

Marcie & Les  
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Adult Forum is looking in new 
directions this winter: in Janu-
ary we will be discussing òThe 
Great Emergenceó by Phyllis 
Tickle, and for Lent, beginning 
February 26, we will use 
òBetween Heaven and Mirthó 
by James Martin, SJ, to explore 
the need for Joy in our Christian 
lives, worship, and prayer. The 
book is available at Barnes & 
Noble for full price, or Amazon. 
Itõs new, so not a lot of discounts 
or used copies are available. 
Please contact Andrena Wishnie 
by February 1st if you would 
like to use a church copy of the 
book. 

ADULT FORUM  

SHROVE TUESDAY, ASH WEDNESDAY & LENTEN SERIES  

SHROVE TUESDAY 

PANCAKE SUPPER 

 

Tuesday, February 21st 

5:30-7:00 pm 

All you can eat pancakes, sausage and 

fruit cup. 

 

Adults  $6.00 

Children  $3.00 

 

Please invite family, 

friends, and neighbors to 

join you! 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS IN LENT 
 

Not too soon to make calendar notes for the Lent 
Wednesday Night Simple Supper Series!  The five 
weeks begin February 29, 6:30 to 8:30. 
 

Linda will be doing something different every 
week; so come to one or all or what you can: you 
wonõt be late or trying to ôcatch upõ with earlier 
sessions. 
 

Look in the Parish Hall for more information and 
sign-up sheets for food as we get closer to the first 
Wednesday evening! 

 

SERVICE TIMES  

 

7:00 AM, 12 Noon,  

7:00 PM  

A Mini -Series:  
LESSONS FROM GLOBAL ANGLICANISM  

                                                                     The Rev. Linda Kerr  
 
WHAT:  Being Anglican: A Global Perspective  
WHEN:  February 5th, 12th, 19th, 2012  Sundays @ 9:15 am  
WHY:     Highlights from the Global Anglicanism Project   
                provide us with powerful insights into the vitality and  
                the challenges of being Anglican in a context of  
                diverse cultures. Expanding our vision creates new  
                ways of seeing our own cultural and national  
                challenges.  
GOAL:   To EXPAND OUR VISION as we engage in lively  
                discussions around growth and mission within  
                Anglicanism, with the hope of learning more about  
                our own mission and future.  
PREPARATION:   
                Brief readings will be available before each class.                     



A SINCERE THANK YOU!  

Your very gener-

ous Christmas gift 

to me was greatly 

appreciated.  I 

feel blessed to 

work here with all 

of you who have 

become like a family to me.  Thank you 

so very much for your kindness! 

                                                     Michelle 
                                                                                   

2012 FLOWER & CANDLE SIGN -UP SHEETS  

Altar flower and sanctuary candle memorials and 
thanksgivings are a nice way to remember a loved 
one or celebrate a happy occasion in your life.  Do-
nations for Altar flowers are $35 weekly and $15 
for the sanctuary candle.  Sign -up sheets for both 
are now available in the Parish Hall for the 2012 
calendar year.  Once you have signed up, please re-
member to fill out an intention form (hanging on 
the large bulletin board) and turn it in to the 
church office.  
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You only get one chance to celebrate 100 years of worship in a community and we 
are planning our celebration.  We are going to have a dinner and program to honor 
the 100 years of the Church of the Incarnation on Saturday, April 14, 2012 at 6:30 
pm at the Yardley Country Club.  The next morning, we will celebrate at the 10:30 

am service and install the time capsule in the columbarium for years to come. 
 
Hopefully you have received the save the date card in early December.  In the event you did not, please 
call the church office or contact Les Venella or Claire Heinbach so we can be sure you receive the invita-
tion. 
 
In early February you will receive the details in the form of an invitation and small questionnaire asking 
you to tell us about your Incarnation experience τ Did you serve on Vestry?  When did you come to In-
carnation?  What committees have you served on over the years? 
 
We are also planning on a memorial walk to the columbarium area and we will be using memorial bricks 
to commemorate the event and a part of history. 
 
We certainly hope you will make it a point to join in this moment in history.  If you 
feel you would like to help on the committee, please advise Linda Kerr or Priya 
Eddy. 

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION  

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND¢ 
J2A SPA NIGHT 

Friday, March 2nd 

SAVE THE DATE!  
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OUTREACH AT INCARNATION  

ST. JOHNôS FOOD  

CUPBOARD  
 

Super Bowl Sunday is February 5th.  
Here at Incarnation we call it òSouper Bowló 
Sunday.  Any contributions made these two 
Sundays will add to the funds for the monthly 
purchase of canned and packaged goods for 
the Food Cupboard at St. Johnõs.  The football 
container is in the Parish Hall.  

A BIG THANK YOU!  
 

Our Christmas Outreach program was 
a huge success!.  Thanks so much for 
your generous support of our two 
projects.  We were able to supply our 
Salvation Army family with many, 
many wonderful gifts, making their 
holiday a little brighter.  We also sent 
twenty -seven $20 Wal -mart gift cards 
to the Libertae  organization.  They 
were so appreciative and grateful for 
our donations.  
 

As always, our Incarnation family 
continues to be caring and generous.  
We are truly blessed.  
 

Priya Eddy & Melodee Fox  
Outreach Co -chairs  

 

TRENTON AREA SOUP 

KITCHEN  
 

The Trenton Area Soup Kitchen is in need of 
volunteers on the following dates. Please sign
-up on the sheets that are posted in the Par-
ish Hall.  
 

January 31st  
March 15th  

 

All shifts are from 3:15 -5:00 pm.  
Volunteers meet at church at 2:30 pm.  

AID FOR FRIENDS  
 

Upcoming dates : January 18 & 19,  
February 15 & 16, March 14 & 15  

òLõORGUE MYSTIQUEó By Charles Tournemire 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 29TH AT 4:00 

Trinity Solebury Church 
6587 Upper York Rd., Solebury, PA 

Richard Spotts, Organist 
 

On Sunday, January 29th at 4 pm, Trinity Church Solebury will be playing host to an organ recital 
offered by Richard Spotts who will be performing movements of the renowned LõOrgue Mystique 
by the French composer, Charles Tournemire.  The final student of Cesar Franck, Tournemire com-
posed this mammoth 253 movement landmark composition in the late 1920õs, and in so doing, 
inspired the works of composers throught the twentieth century.  This recital represents a work- in-
progress.  In the next few years, Richard plans to learn the entire LõOrgue Mystique, a fifteen hour 
work, to be performed in a recital series over a period of ten days.  In the meantime, in preparation 
for the final recital, he is performing movements of the work at various churches in the United 
States and Canada. 

RICHARD SPOTTS IN CONCERT  
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A fascinating post -script:  WHAT HAIRSTYLE  DID JESUS HAVE?  

             The Rev. Linda Kerr  

This question requires research by archaeologists to unpack. Fortunately there are quite a few who are up to 

the task! ENJOY these email excerpts from an archaeologist friend of mine. The article is by Brian Palmer.    

 

     We know that "Jesus" was a pretty common name back then , but was his trade-

mark hairstyle normal for the time?  

     No. It's very unlikely that the Jesus hairstyle shown in religious icons has anything to 

do with his actual coiffure.  A Roman triumphal arch from that era depicts enslaved 

Jews with  short hair , and one of the earliest images that scholars think could be Je-

sus   

(on a 3
rd

c. chapel in modern Syria ) also shows men with short hair. The early Christian 

evangelist  Paul wrote, òDoth not even nature itself teach you that if a man has long hair, 

it is a shame unto him?ó Paul may never have seen Jesus in the flesh, but he would 

have known the popular hairdos of the time.  

     The classic image of a bearded, long -haired Jesus emerged as the favorite in the 6
th

 

century.  Early Christians painted Jesusõ hair in many different waysñ long or short, curly 

or straight, bearded or clean -shaven.  

     Thereõs even a bald Jesus on display in the British museum. The artists probably 

werenõt attempting to create a historically accurate image of the man. The New 

Testament offers virtually no physical description of him,  so they would have based 

the portraits on their own, diverse ideas of what a god should look like.  

     There are two possible explanations for why the bearded, long -haired Jesus eventually 

won out.  Some think the depictions were based on the iconography of Roman gods. 

Romans who viewed Jesus as the son of God would have likened him to second -

generation pagan deities  like Apollo and Bacchus -- clean -shaven and youthful, with mid -

length, curly locks.  

     But as Jesus increasingly came to be thought of as the King of kings , sitting on a 

heavenly throne,  his image had to resemble the patriarchs of Olympus. Neptune and Jupiter 

were mature and bearded, with longer manes of hair.  

     Herbert Kessler of Johns Hopkins offers a more specific explanation . Pagan 

gods who were associated with water and . . .  Jesus, too, had a relationship with water. 

He walked on water, he turned water into wine. Early Christians might  have favored the 

long -haired Jesus because they identified that hairstyle with water gods.  

     Also, early writers might have confused  Nazareth with Nazirites , who vowed not to 

cut their hair.  However, this is inconsistent with the many short -haired Jesus images that 

survive from antiquity.  

 

      A NON -CONCLUSION: Keep an open mind ð the answer remains a mystery!  
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DONõT FORGET: 

Sign-up in the Parish Hall to 

bring something for the Annual 

Parish Meeting potluck on 

Sunday, January 29th!  

GIVING STATEMENTS 
 

for 2011 are now available in the Parish Hall.  If 

you have questions, please contact Michelle in the 

church office.  Remember:  All in -kind giving which 

is on your statement will not add into the total so 

will have to be added separately by you.  

INCARNATION TRI-FOLD 
 

Take a look at our new parish tri-fold which gives folks a glimpse of what Incarnation is all about.  They can be found in 
the Narthex.  Please take a few to give to family, friends and neighbors! 

 

FEED THE BIRDS 
 

Our feathered friends 
need to eat through-
out the winter months 
and we have run out of 
food for them.  If you 
would like to donate 
to the purchase of 
birdseed there is a box 
in the Parish Hall.  You 
can also purchase bird-
seed and drop it off at 
church. 

(!A.* )+.!v 
 

About your faith: Copies of the February/March/

April Forward Day - by - Day booklet are now avail-

able in the Parish Hall, and  

 

Aëøþý Ăøþû ,êûòüñD 0ñî ÷îĀ t3ñîûî òý êõõ Ćîðê÷r 

magazine is now available in the Parish Hall on the 

table with the sign - up sheets.  

Journeying  
from  

Advent into Christmas  


