
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Tydings 
THE CHURCH OF THE INCARNATION 

DECEMBER 2011 

A MESSAGE FROM THE REV. LINDA L. KERR 

     Lights! Camera! Action! – and the uni-

verse is born. The story begins. God’s awe-

some power, reaches from the most distant 

stars into our most personal lives. The 

Christmas manger is a destination event. The 

cosmic Word finds its ultimate expression in 

the small, wiggling, sleeping form of an in-

fant. In Jesus we discover that the core of 

creation holds a new light powerful enough 

to defeat darkness, despair and even death. 

Come to Bethlehem and see. 
 

     Anthropologists and parents have long 

recognized the power of story. Every hu-

man culture packages its most precious be-

liefs and hopes in stories. No other vehicle 

can be trusted to transmit the sacred story 

through millennia of changes and challenges. 

A text message cannot carry the story. A 

tweet cannot hold the story. Not even a great 

preacher can carry the story. 
 

     The Christian Story of transcendent love, 

held by human hands and bearing the prom-

ise of reconciliation and peace on earth – this 

story waits to be heard, received and 

owned by us. 
 

    The prophets of Advent urge us to wake 

up! We must not sleep through this divine-

human encounter, even if we think we have 

heard the story before. A story without a 

voice becomes silent.  
 

      

   If the Bethlehem story has 

found its way onto your dusty 

bookshelf, this Christmas 

might be the time to open the 

pages your heart so that a dis-

tant story can find fresh trac-

tion. Your personal journey 

has taken you to new places 

and you are not the same as 

you were one month or twenty 

years ago. We have a story that is as cur-

rent as your last breath and as close as 

your next breath – a story that is waiting  

to be reborn. 
 

  It is my hope and prayer that this Christ-

mas you will find your way through our 

red doors, into our bold and beautiful narthex 

and into a seat among friends. The narthex 

windows are calling to us to wake up – to 

walk the distance with Mary and Joseph – to 

hear the angels – to run with the shepherds – 

to kneel at the manger -- and to welcome the 

baby Jesus. 

     Come let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

              

THE ULTIMATE LOVE STORY 
                    From the Cosmos into Your Heart 

     CHRISTMAS  SERVICES 
 

Christmas Eve 

4:30 pm Eucharist & Pageant 

10:30 pm Carol Sing 

11:00 pm Choral Eucharist 
 

Christmas Day 

10:00 am Eucharist 
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Parish Staff 
 

Michelle Stawicki, Administrator  

Andrea McGahan,Music Director 

Tim Miller, Sexton 

 
 

 

 

 

Vestry 
 

 

Senior Warden Priya Eddy 

Junior Warden  Melodee Fox 

Acct. Warden  Dave Dixon 

Secretary  Judy Lott 

Vestry Members Linda Dellmuth, 

Dan Gribbon, Claire Heinbach,  

Diane Kern, Susan LaRosa, Nancy 

Martin, Les Venella  

 

Deanery Reps 
 

 

Dave Dixon, Charles Thompson, 

Andrena Wishnie 

 

Ministry chairs 
 

 

Youth Ed: Dayna Gribbon 

Sunday School: Dayna Gribbon/

Mitzi Gross 

J2A: Dan Gribbon & Joyce Bell 

Adult Ed.: Andrena Wishnie 

Communications: Julie Snarski 

Building & Grounds Dan Gribbon 

Fellowship: Andrena Wishnie 

Fundraising: Diane Kern 

New Members: Linda Dellmuth 

Outreach:  

Priya Eddy/Melodee Fox  

Pastoral Care:  

Claire Heinbach/Marcie Venella 

Worship: Andrena Wishnie 

Ushers: Linda Dellmuth 

Altar Guild: Christine Hughes 

Flowers:  

Susan LaRosa/Linda Dellmuth 

Refreshments: Micki Wisdom 

Merrie Mailers: Nancy Martin 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Worship Schedule 
 

Saturday Evening 
5 pm—Holy Eucharist Rite II 

 

Sunday 
8 am—Quiet Eucharist Rite I 

9:15 am—Adult Forum 
10:30 am—Holy Eucharist Rite II 

Sunday School 
 

Daily morning prayer is read 
Tuesday-Friday at 8:30 am 

 
www.incarnationepiscopal.org 

REMEMBERING THOSE WHO 

HAVE DIED IN THE MONTH OF  

DECEMBER 
 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

Ray Gould 

Virginia Grace Oehmig 

Minerva D. Neeld 

Harry R. Oehmig 

Rev. George Stierwald 

Esther Dellmuth 

Donald Darling 

Joseph Pakyanadhan 

Jacqueline Swanson 

Henry Arthur Littlewood 

Let light perpetual shine 

upon them, O Lord. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Birthdays in the month of December 
 

              

 

 

 

   

                                       

Renee Trimble 
Karen Henderson 

Emily Goode 
Kathryn Hepford 

Bruce Halista 
Ben Hughes 

Shirley Henderson 
Laura Dundas 

Joe Gantz 

Scott Halista 
Heather McClure 
Gary McClure, Jr. 

Ed Watson 
Mary Litus 

Zack Woltman 
Dottie Watson 

Nikolas Sharma 
David Allen 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER 

MEMORIALS 
 

In this issue of Tydings, you will find 

the Christmas Flower memorial 

form which can be filled out and 

turned in if you are interested in 

making a donation toward our 

flowers this year.  The flowers will 

adorn our church and altar area 

throughout the Christmas season 

and beyond. 

HELP US GO 
GREEN! 

 
GREENING OF THE 

CHURCH 
 

Sunday 
December 18th 

Immediately follow-
ing 10:30 service 

 
Many hands make light work! 
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SING OUT the Joy of CHRISTMAS! 
                                                            by Andrea McGahan 

YOU are invited to sing with Heaven and Nature and with your Incarnation family as 
we gather to proclaim Christ’s birth. The Christmas Eve 4:30 service is family-friendly and 
you will be inspired by the children’s Pageant. At 10:30 we will sing some of your favorites 
as we prepare for the 11:00 festive celebration of the Holy Eucharist. On Christmas Day at 
10am we will also celebrate with hymns. 

 
Remember the funny looks you get when you sing at the Mall? Here at Incarnation we 

promise no funny looks. All voices are welcome. Bring your family and maybe a neighbor or 
two. Don’t forget it is never too late to add your voice to our choir! 

A BRIEF REPORT FROM  

THE 228TH DIOCESAN CONVENTION 
 

The Convention took place on Saturday, November 5th, at the Pennsylvania Convention Center.  Charles 

Thompson and the Rev. Linda Kerr represented our parish.  Here are some of the highlights of the day: 
 

 Bishop Bennison preached at the Holy Eucharist 

 Notice of Fr. Joshua Aalan’s retirement was given 

 Resolution R-8-2011 was approved.  This resolution brings clarity to the issue involving the sale of Wap-

iti.  Canon 13.5 was amended to allow for the sale of the property, which had been previously approved by the 

225th Convention in 2008.  The delegates voted to maintain the 2008 decision to sell Wapiti with the stipula-

tion that Bishop Bennison could not prevent the sale.  The property will be listed for sale and a buyer will be 

sought. 
 

For more Convention details, go to www.diopa.org/convention/2011. 

PASTORAL CARE  

 

PRAYER SHAWL  
REQUEST 

 

As colder weather ap-
proaches, it’s time for 
knitting needles and 
crochet hooks to begin 
working.  Our prayer 

shawls have gone into the community with 
wonderful results.  But the supply is down.  
If you are interested in participating, please 
contact me either in church or at (215) 939-
4008.  I have lots of yarn that I am very will-
ing to donate to the cause. 
 

                            Thanks, Linda Dellmuth 

HERE WE COME A 

CAROLING! 
 

Please join us as we visit our parishioners who 

are unable to get to church regularly to bring 

them some Christmas joy. 
 

Sunday, December 11th 
1:00 p.m. 

 
The group will enjoy pizza in the Parish Hall 
at 12:30 and depart from the parking lot for 

caroling by 1 pm.  Please sign up in the Parish 

Hall so we know how much pizza to order. 
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OUTREACH AT INCARNATION 

ST. JOHN’S  

TURKEY DRIVE 
 

On Sunday, November 20th 
we delivered 20 turkeys and 
the usual monthly groceries 
to St. John’s Free Church.  

When we arrived everyone gratefully helped 
carry the turkey’s into the Parish House.  Once 
again our congregation and outsiders were 
very generous in this outreach to the Kensing-
ton community.  Many thanks to Bill Thomp-
son for his assistance in the delivery of the 
turkeys.  He got to ride to Philadelphia with a 
car full of frozen turkeys.  Thank you every-
one for your support! 
 
David & Helen Allen 

 

 

TRENTON AREA SOUP 

KITCHEN 
 

The Trenton Area Soup Kitchen is in need of 
volunteers on the following dates.  If you can 
help on ANY of these dates, please sign-up 
on the sheet that is posted on the Outreach 
board in the Parish Hall. 
 

 
December 29th 
January 16th 
January 31st 
March 15th 

 

 
All shifts are from 3:15-5:00 pm.  

Volunteers meet at church at 2:30 pm 
so everyone can go together. 

CHRISTMAS OUTREACH 

PROJECTS 
 

 

Adopt-a-Family We will be purchas-
ing gifts for two (2) families again 
this year.  Wish lists will be placed 
on the table in the Parish Hall. 
These gifts should be unwrapped 
and put under the tree in the Nar-
thex with the child’s name on it.  
Gifts will be due no later than Sun-
day, December 18th. 
 
Libertae is a Family House and 
Halfway House Program which is 
currently housing 16 families 
(women and children).  They would 
be very grateful if we could collect 
$20 Wal-Mart gift cards so they can 
distribute them to the mothers in 
the program to purchase whatever 
necessities are needed.  If you 
could purchase a Wal-Mart gift card 
or drop a donation in the container 
provided in the Parish Hall, it 
would help us to make a nice 
Christmas for these families.  For 
more information on Libertae, 
please go to www.libertae.org. 
 
Volunteers are needed by the Sal-
vation Army to help with preparing 
and packing the Christmas gifts 
that are going to be distributed.  If 
you are interested, please contact 
them directly at 215-945-0171,  
ext. 15. 
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CHRISTMAS  

DECORATING TIPS 

 

INCARNATION PARISH STATISTICS: October 2011 
 

Current Membership……79 families 

New  Members………………...0 

Transfers Out……………….0 

Baptisms………………………....0 

Weddings………………………..0 

Funerals……………………..….1 

Average Daily Attendance 

   Morning Prayer……………………….2 

   Saturday/Sunday Service…...71 

    

A TRUE CHRISTMAS STORY  
                               from the Venella family 

 

It was December 17th and Les and Marcie had 

just returned from their honeymoon. Marcie 

was running errands and Les, full of devotion 

to his new bride, decided to surprise her by set-

ting up their first Christmas tree in their new 

apartment.  
 

As Les worked with the tree, he found it in-

creasingly difficult to balance the tree in the 

stand. (admit it – we’ve all been there!) The 

tree would not cooperate and the process be-

came more and more frustrating. Finally Les 

found a creative solution and the tree was suc-

cessfully secured. 
 

When Marcie arrived home she found Les on 

the floor, clearly NOT in the Christmas spirit. 

Marcie quickly noticed that the tree had been 

NAILED to the WALL.  Les had indeed solved 

the problem and the tree (and the wall) re-

mained firm throughout their Christmas holi-

days. This story lives on in infamy.  
 

This Christmas story is meant to encourage all 

of you who know what it feels like to reach the 

end of your rope during this busy season.  

When you find yourself glancing at a hammer 

just remember this story – and hopefully you 

will discover another solution.                   

Merry Christmas! 

VESTRY MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 

From November meeting 

 
 There are 4 Vestry members whose term will ex-

pire in February 2012 — Dave Dixon, Melodee 
Fox, Diane Kern and Susan LaRosa.  These re-
tiring members and someone from the congre-
gation will form the nominating committee.  The 
nominations need to be confirmed by January 
13, 2012. 

 Centennial celebration plans are underway.  The 
event will take place in mid-April.  In January a 
“Save the Date” notice will be sent out.  Plans 
are to invite as many former parishioners as 
possible. 

 Linda expressed the need for parishioners to no-
tify her as soon as possible when a pastoral 
issue comes up. 

2012 FLOWER & CANDLE 

SIGN-UP SHEETS 

Altar flower and sanctuary candle me-
morials and thanksgivings are a nice 
way to remember a loved one or cele-
brate a happy occasion in your life.  Do-
nations for Altar flowers are $35 weekly 
and $15 for the sanctuary candle.  Sign-
up sheets for both are now available in 
the Parish Hall for the 2012 calendar 
year.  Once you have signed up, please 
remember to fill out an intention form 
(hanging on the large bulletin board) 
and turn it in to the church office. 
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FELLOWSHIP & FUNDRAISING 

Holiday Concert:   
December 20th  

7:30 p.m. 
 

Philadelphia Chorale Group 
 

The Philadelphia Chorale group will be 
our guests on Tuesday, December 20th 
to perform a Christmas concert. Mark 
your calendars now and plan to attend 
this special holiday concert! 

,!$)%3ȭ  
WHITE ELEPHANT 

BREAKFAST 
 

(ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ  Á ÇÉÆÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÊÕÓÔ ȰÎÏÔ ÙÏÕȱ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔȩ (ÁÖÅ Á ÇÁÇ ÇÉÆÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÐÁÓÓ 
along to someone else? 
 

Then this gathering is where you should be on 
Saturday, January 14th at 9 am. 
 

This always proves to be an enjoyable event 
here at Incarnation .  So mark your calendar 
ÁÎÄ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÄÉÅÓ Ȭ "ÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔȢ 

COFFEE HOUR HELP NEEDED 
 

Please check the sign-up sheet to see if there is a date you can help with coffee 
hour.  It is very simple now that we have our Keurig coffee machines.  Just 
bring a coffee cake, donuts, or any type of snack for the congregation to enjoy 
during this fellowship time.  Thanks for stepping up! 

THE INSTITUTION OF THE REV. LINDA L. KERR 

Sunday, November 13, 2011 

Thanks be to God! 
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ADVENT & THE ADVENT WREATH 

Enjoy this interpretations of the meaning of the Advent candles. 
 
)ÔȭÓ ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÃÏÍÅ ÖÉÓÉÔȟ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÉÔȩ  9ÏÕ ÃÌÅÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÓÅȟ ÍÁËÅ ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ 
meals, and maybe even count the days!  Well that is what Advent is all about.  The 
word Advent ÍÅÁÎÓ ȰÔÏ ÃÏÍÅȱ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ÒÅÆÅÒÓ ÔÏ *ÅÓÕÓȭ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÁÓ Á ÂÁÂÙ ÏÎ 
Christmas Day.  The season of Advent is all about looking forward to celebrating the 
day when our almighty God stepped into history as a human being. 
 
)Î ÙÅÁÒÓ ÐÁÓÔȟ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÁÎÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ÔÏ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÓÏÎ ÂÙ ÔÉÄÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
lives up a bit.  They would remember the poor and perhaps even fast.  They understood that when the holi-
day festivities began they would have plenty of time for enjoying delicious food and exchanging gifts.  But it 
was important to begin the reception by focusing on the reason for the party. 
 
One of the ways we can join in on the celebration is with an Advent wreath.  The circle of evergreen boughs 
ÒÅÍÉÎÄ ÕÓ ÏÆ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÆÏÒÅÖÅÒ ÌÏÖÅȟ Á ÌÏÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÁÓ ÎÏ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÎÏ ÅÎÄȢ  &ÏÕÒ ÃÁÎÄÌÅÓ ɂ three purple and 
one pink ɂ stand among the greenery.  A white candle sometimes stands in the center. 
 
The first purple candle is called Prophecy, or the Hope candle; it invites us to thank God for the hope we 
have in Jesus, the prophesied Messiah.  The second purple candle is called Bethlehem, or peace.  In Bethle-
hem, the Prince of Peace was born so that we sinners could be at peace with God. 
 
4ÈÅ ÐÉÎË 3ÈÅÐÈÅÒÄȭÓ ÃÁÎÄÌÅȟ ÏÒ ÊÏÙȟ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÉÄÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÊÏÙȠ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÉÓ ÂÏÒÎȦ 4ÈÅ ÆÉÎÁÌ ÐÒÕÐÌÅ 
candle is called Angel, or love. 
 
Love has entered the world through the birth of Jesus, and some traditions place the white Christ candle at 
ÔÈÅ ÃÅÎÔÅÒȢ  4ÈÅ ÂÁÂÙ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÄÉÅ ÏÎ Á ÃÒÏÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÓÉÎÓȢ  4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÁÍÁÚÉÎÇ ÌÏÖÅȦ 3ÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÉÎÄÅÅÄ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÔÁËȤ
ing four weeks to think about. 

THE DELAWARE VALLEY 
WIND SYMPHONY 
 
 
 
 

Invites you to a Holiday Concert 
at 7 pm 

Saturday, December 10, 2011 
Pennwood Middle School 

Adults $10/Children & students FREE 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Sunday, January 29, 2012 

is the scheduled date for our 

Annual Parish Meeting 

BISHOP LEEõS VISIT 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2012 
Service time will be 10 am! 

 

Speak to Linda if you are interested in being con-
firmed or received by the Bishop that day. 



The Church of the Incarnation 

1505 Makefield Road 

Morrisville, Pennsylvania 19067 
 

 

 
 

Postage 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

DECEMBER 
 

December 3  Cookie Sale—9 am-1 pm 
December 11 Caroling—1 pm 
December 13 Vestry Meeting—7 pm 
December 14 Aid for Friends —7 pm 
December 15 Aid for Friends—9 am 
December 18 Greening of the Church 
December 20 Philadelphia Chorale  
      Christmas Concert—7:30 pm 
December 24 Christmas Eve Services 
      4:30 pm & 10:30 pm 
December 25 Christmas Day Service—10 am 
 

JANUARY 
 

January 10  Vestry Meeting—7 pm 
January 18  Aid for Friends —7 pm 
January 19  Aid for Friends—9 am 
January 22  Bishop Lee’s Visit—10 am Service 
January 29  Annual Parish Meeting 
 

Contact us: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Linda L. Kerr 

Priest-in-Charge 

revlkerr@comcast.net 

 

Michelle Stawicki 

Parish Administrator 

MichelleStawicki@ 

Comcast.net 

 

Office: 215-295-2259 

Fax: 215-295-9540 

 

www.incarnationepiscopal.org 


